Chapter 14 Learning Objectives
14.1

1. Outline the four proposals that shaped the national debate on slavery by 1846.  

2. Explain the provisions of the Wilmot Proviso and why it failed to gain Congressional approval in 1846.  

3. Name the major candidates in the presidential election of 1848 and explain their positions on the sectional issues facing the nation.

4. Discuss the emergence of the Fee Soil party in 1848 and why the party is often connected to the origins of the modern Republican party.

5. Summarize the significance of the California gold rush and the territory’s impending admission to the union.  

6. Outline the four major provisions of the Compromise of 1850 and explain why the Fugitive Slave Act would deepen sectionalism in the United States.  

7. Discuss the family and religious background of Harriet Beecher Stowe and explain how her views on slavery reflected that background.

8. Briefly discuss the reactions of northern urban African American communities to the Fugitive Slave Act.

9. Explain the northern and southern reactions to Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin and comment on the novel’s impact on sectionalism.  

14.2

10.  Briefly discuss the candidates, issues, and results of the presidential election of 1852.  

11. Identify and explain the sectional impact of the two major foreign policy fiascoes during the Franklin Pierce administration.  

12. Explain Stephen Douglas’s motivation for wanting to create a Nebraska Territory in 1854.  

13. Outline the provisions of the Kansas-Nebraska Act and explain its impact on sectionalism.

14. Define the term Bleeding Kansas and identify two incidents that occurred in Kansas after 1854 that earned the territory this nickname.  

15. Explain what transpired in the United States Senate during the Brooks-Sumner incident.  

16. Explain the impact of early nineteenth-century  immigration on the emergence of the Know-Nothing party and point out the connection between the Know-Nothings and the emerging Republican party.  

17. Briefly identify the major candidates and issues of the presidential election of 1856.  Explain how the results of the election reflected sectionalism’s impact on the national political party system.  

18. Explain the Supreme Court ruling in the Dred Scott case and the impact of that decision on the nation’s efforts to reach a compromise regarding the slavery issue.  

14.3

19. Explain the circumstances that led to the drafting of the Lecompton Constitution.  

20. Explain how Democratic response to the Panic of 1857 deepened sectional antagonism in the nation.  

21. Discuss the historical significance of the Lincoln-Douglas debates in terms of refining the national debate on slavery and in terms of defining the distinctions between the Democratic and Republican parties.  

22. Discuss the essential differences that divided the North and South by 1860.  

23. Explain the southern reaction to John Brown’s raid and why this event is often considered a turning point in the southern road to secession.  

24. Identify the major candidates and issues of the presidential election of 1860.  Connect the results of this election to the secession of the Lower South.  

25. Briefly discuss the responses of the federal government and the Republican party to the secession of the Lower South.  Explain why compromise efforts like the Crittenden Plan were unsuccessful.  

26. Analyze Lincoln’s position on secession, especially as reflected in the series of decisions that culminated in the firing on Fort Sumter.  

